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Attention Questions
1. Did the Utes learn the Bear Dance from a bear?

2. Did the Spanish introduce the horse to the Utes?

3. Did the Ute way of life stay the same after they got horses?

4. Did the introduction of the horse help the Utes to get along with their neighbors?
5. Are all the Ute reservations in the state of Utah?
6. Did the Utes and the LDS pioneers get along?
7. Were the Utes excited to become farmers?

8. Were there valuable minerals to be mined on Ute land in Colorado?
9. Do the Utes relate their spirituality to the land?

10. Do the Utes relate their spirituality to their language?
11. Is the Utes language taught in school?

12. Do the Utes want to teach their culture to the young people of the tribe?
13. Do the Utes celebrate with powwows?

14. Do the Utes keep the memories of their ancestors alive with their traditions?
15. Are the Utes a tribe of survivors?

16. Do the Utes pass down their traditions within families?
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Comprehension Questions

Write your answers on a separate piece of paper.
1. Describe the relationship between the Utes and the land.

2. What did the arrival of the horse in the Southwest mean to the Ute people?
3. How did the arrival of the Mormon pioneers change things for the Utes?

4. Describe how misunderstandings between the Utes and the Mormons led to conflict.
5. Why were the Utes pushed out of Colorado?

6. Did the relationship between the Utes and the land change when they were moved?
7. How are the cultural traditions of the Utes being retained?

8. What steps are the Utes taking to improve the education of their children?
9. What does the Smoking River Powwow mean to the Utes?
10. What have the Utes done to remember their ancestors?
11. What are the issues that the Utes face today?

Contemplation Questions

Write your answers on a separate piece of paper.
1. Why do the Utes still celebrate the Bear Dance?

2. How do the spiritual beliefs of the Utes relate to the land?

3. How do the Utes celebrate their traditional culture while living in the modern American culture?
4. Why do the Utes retain emotional connections to land they no longer have control over?

5. Why might teaching the Ute language in schools improve student performance in other classes?
6. Historically, the Utes had many bands that lived throughout Utah and Colorado; now many

bands are grouped together. What does this show about the adaptability of the Ute people?

7. The Utes have their own newspaper. What does this say about their desire to remember their
past or their plans for the future?

8. Why might non-Indian people of Utah want to learn more about the Ute experience??
9. What words come to mind to describe the Ute people after seeing the documentary?
10. There were many photographs in the film. What do you remember about them?

11. Many of the people are interviewed in their own homes and yards. What do you learn from seeing where people live?

12. In which places in the film did you hear people talking about teaching their children or grandchildren or being taught by a parent or grandparent?
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DID YOU SEE?

DID YOU HEAR?

bear dance
shawls

mountains

horses

bear dance
sticks

classrooms

beads

dancers

laughing

praying

trucks

kids

families

walker war

black hawk
war

flags

people
smiling

singing

teepee
rings

identity

house

powwow
drumming

ancestors

the ute
language
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